A GROUP OF NOBLE DAMES

going to be as ugly as the Ooser in the church-vestry,
I wouldn't------'

* No, no, you mistake, upon my soul!'

But Betty with a swollen heart had rewrapped
herself and gone out of the door. The horse was
still standing there. She mounted by the help of the
upping-stock, and when he had followed her she said,
' Do not come near me, Charley; but please lead the
horse, so that if youVe not caught anything already
you'll not catch it going back. After all, what keeps
off you may keep off him. Now onward/

He did not resist her command, and back they
went by the way they had come, Betty shedding bitter
tears at the retribution she had already brought upon
herself; for though she had reproached Phelipson, she
was staunch enough not to blame him in her secret
heart for showing that his love was only skin-deep.
The horse was stopped in the plantation, and they
walked silently to the lawn, reaching the bushes
wherein the ladder still lay.

' Will you put it up for me ? ' she asked mournfully.

He re-erected the ladder without a word ; but when
she approached to ascend he said, ' Good-bye, Betty 1'

' Good-bye!' said she ; and involuntarily turned
her face towards his. He hung back from imprinting
the expected kiss: at which Betty started as if she
had received a poignant wound. She moved away so
suddenly that he hardly had time to follow her up the
ladder to prevent her falling.

'Tell your mother to get the doctor at once!' he
said anxiously.

She stepped in without looking behind ; he de-
scended, withdrew the ladder, and went away.

Alone in her chamber, Betty flung herself upon
her face on the bed, and burst into shaking sobs. Yet
she would not admit to herself that her lover's conduct
was unreasonable; only that her rash act of the pre-
vious week had been wrong. No one had heard her
enter, and.she was too worn out, in body and mind, to
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